Subject: Request: Designate a Division Fire Intelligence Liaison Officer (FILO)

MABAS is undertaking an important initiative to enhance firefighter safety and operational effectiveness across our state: the establishment of a dedicated Fire Intelligence Liaison Officer (FILO) within each of MABAS Illinois’ 69 divisions.

In an increasingly complex and dynamic threat environment, access to timely and accurate intelligence is paramount.  The FILO position serves as the vital link between the State Terrorism and Intelligence Center (STIC) and our local fire departments, ensuring the secure and efficient flow of critical information.  This two-way communication is essential for proactive planning, incident response, and, most importantly, firefighter safety.

We understand the demands on your time and resources, but we cannot overemphasize the importance of this role.  The attached FILO Job Description provides an overview of the responsibilities, qualifications, and impact of this vital position.  We are seeking individuals with a strong understanding of intelligence handling or the willingness to learn, excellent communication skills, and knowledge of fire service operations.  A vetting process will be required for eligibility to handle sensitive information.

We urge each Division to identify and designate a qualified individual to serve as a FILO.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please inform MABAS Fire Service Intelligence Officer Darbin Calvert at calvert@mabas-il.org of your Division’s FILO designation.  We will then coordinate a training and onboarding process to ensure all FILOs are fully equipped to perform their duties.

[bookmark: _Hlk191983147]We understand you may have questions. Darbin Calvert at calvert@mabas-il.org  (217-558-3360) is available to address any concerns you may have.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this critical matter.  We are confident that by working together, we can strengthen our intelligence network and enhance the safety and effectiveness of the Illinois fire service.


The MABAS Leadership  Board
